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Dy virtue of the gathoi’ity vested in a© as i^-esidant oi 
the United States and as Commander in Chief of the Arif and Ravy 
of the United States, it is hereby ordered. as folio*** 


there is hereby established a medal to t>© known as the 
Medal of Freedom with accompanying ribbons and appurtenances for 
sward to any person, not hereinafter specifically excluded, who, 
on or after December ?, 19 H, ban perforated a meritorious act or 
service which has aided the United States in the prosecution ox a 
war against an enemy ©r enemies or iq any period of emergency de- 
clared by the P resident or the C otyres s to exist and for which an 
award of* another United U1ie\es*lissiKiaJL or decoration is considered 
inappropriate. The Medal of f reedom may also be awarded to tny 
person, not hereinafter specifically exciudtiU, who, on or after 
December 7, 19lxl, has similarly aided any nation engaged with the 
United States in the prosecution of a war against a common enemy 
or enemies or i n a ny period of etasr gent flr declared ty t he Pr^idgnt 
or the Congres3”to ' eadst T^* 

The Medal of Freedom shall not he awarded t© a citisen of 
the United States for any act or service performed within the con- 
tinental limits of the United States or to a member of the armed, 
forces of the United States. 

The Medal of Freedom and appurtenances thereto shall be 
of appropriate design, approved by the Secretary of the Sec- 

retary of Defense, the Secretary of £3ar/ the Arpy;, /tv&f tha Secre- 
S&ry TO Kavy, ana the Secretary of the Air Force, and be 
awarded ^py the Secretary of state, the s-scretary of ear, or the 
Secretary of the Mav^f far any of said Secretaries , or by such 
officers as the said Secretaries nay respectively designate. Awaros 
shall be made under such regulations a3 the said secretaries shall 
severally prescribe pad such regulati<wxs shall, insofar a® practi- 
cable, be of uniform application. The Secretary of Defe nsc.upon 
the recommendation of the head of anr department or agepgf oQgjg _ 
United djates not named herein, mey award the riedal of Freedom and 
appu itenances thereto "for meritorious acts or services performed 
under the nfgaifennee or directi on oi. 

;o acre than one dedal of SreetioH shall be awarded to say 
one person, but for a subsequent act or sex-vice justifying such an 
sward a suitable device may be awarded to be worn with the medal. 
The Medal of Freedom may be awarded posthumously. 


THE WHITE HOUSE 
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